ECF Energy Technology Innovation Award 2026
Official Announcement and Application Guidelines
Award Background & Organizers
The ECF Energy Technology Innovation Award (hereinafter, “the Award”) is an annual non-monetary recognition program established in 2016 by the Shanghai United Institute for Unconventional Resources (SUI) and the Coordinating Committee for Geoscience Programmes in East and Southeast Asia (CCOP). It aims to honor pioneering technological advances in unconventional oil and gas. The Award has been officially filed with China’s National Science & Technology Awards Office since 2023.
The Organizers of the Award are the Shanghai United Institute for Unconventional Resources and the Shanghai Science and Technology Exchange Center (SSTEC), which jointly manage the nomination, expert review, and ceremony. The 11th edition of the Award will be presented during the Energy China Forum 2026 16th Asia-Pacific Unconventional Energy Conference, held in Shanghai from October 20 to 23, 2026.
Award Categories

i. Technological Invention Award
This category honors original technological achievements with independent intellectual property rights that have overcome critical technical bottlenecks and demonstrated significant originality. Eligible innovations may include products, processes, materials, methods, or substances.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Levels: Special Award of Excellence, Gold Award, Silver Award, Bronze Award
ii. Scientific and Technological Progress Award
This award recognizes achievements in technology development, engineering implementation, fundamental research, or public-benefit initiatives that have been successfully applied at scale. The winning projects must have generated significant economic or social benefits and contributed to industrial upgrading.
Levels: Special Award of Excellence, Gold Award, Silver Award, Bronze Award
iii. Technological Improvement Award
This honorary category encourages small-scale, practice-oriented innovations that demonstrate clear utility and value in real-world production scenarios. It recognizes incremental improvements in tools, designs, workflows, or methods that enhance operational efficiency and economic outcomes.
Levels: No ranking; all are honorary recognitions.
All awards are honorary and non-financial in nature. Laureates receive certificates and trophies during an official ceremony.

Eligibility Criteria
To be eligible, projects must:
- Be launched between January 1, 2023 and August 31, 2026 
- Meet at least one of the following: 
  • Hold independent intellectual property or proprietary core technology
  • Demonstrate proven deployment with measurable results
  • Generate significant economic, social, or environmental impact
  • Be endorsed by industrial users or academic peers
  • Represent an internationally leading or nationally advanced level
Ineligible Submissions
The following projects will not be considered: 
- Those with unresolved intellectual property disputes 
- Those involved in major safety, environmental, or quality incidents
Nomination Procedure
To apply, candidates must:
- Download and complete the “11th ECF Award Application Form (2026)”
- Submit one electronic version (PDF preferred) to ecf2@energychinaforum.com (email subject: “11th ECF Innovation Award Submission”)

- Submission Deadline: Sep 15, 2026
Evaluation Procedure
- Preliminary Review (September 2026): Formal document screening and eligibility verification
- Final Evaluation and Defense (October 2026): Expert panel evaluation and optional presentation session
- Award Ceremony (October 20–23, 2026): Awards will be presented during the ECF2026 Conference
[bookmark: _GoBack]Evaluation Criteria:
- Technical originality and maturity
- Measurable deployment performance
- Societal or industrial impact
- Clarity and rigor of documentation
- Relevance to the unconventional energy field
Awarding and Recognition
Awardees will receive trophies and certificates during the Energy China Forum 2026. The awarded technologies and organizations will be publicized through:
- Official websites of Energy China Forum and CCOP (in English and Chinese)
- Leading industry media and international publications
- ECF’s Project & Innovation section for potential partnership and market exposure
Obligations of the Laureates
Awardees are expected to participate in media interviews and promotional events hosted by ECF. ECF reserves the right to use submitted materials (text, images, quotes) for non-commercial promotion purposes.
Contact Us
Award Office – ECF Energy Technology Innovation Award
· Contact: Mr. Zhu
· Phone: +86 21 5438 3583 / +86 189 1797 8976
· Email: ecf2@energychinaforum.com
· Website: www.energychinaforum.com
